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ADVERTISEMENT

Protocol No. 14
IRENAIOS

BY THE MERCY OF GOD PATRIARCH OF THE HOLY CITY OF JERUSALEM 
AND ALL PALESTINE

"...Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made
known to us" (Luke 2:15)

My dearest and beloved children in Christ, 
In the midst of the tumuli of life, its many and varied trials and afflictions, and of the worldwide uncertainty for
tomorrow, of the devaluing of the human person, of decency and moral values, of the trampling by the powerful
of the rights of the weak, but also the uncertain peace, there once again becomes visible as a certain oasis and a
wellspring of hope and joy, the Great Feast of the Birth of Christ. Exactly as it was before the coming of Christ, so
too now, the thoughts of all and their hopes about His coming turn and continue to turn towards Him. Let us also
thank, my beloved children in Christ, let us also thank God the father of our Lord Jesus Christ, because according
to the richness of His Grace He enabled us to worship the Holy Birth of His Son.

The Holy Day of Christmas provides to our Mediocrity the opportunity to communicate with you, in order to
express to you the great joy of our heart, because the Lord permitted our suffering, which is known to all of you,
though which, we have been “humbled terribly”, “we were sold like another Joseph by our brothers”, we remain “in
prison suffering privation, and abuse being insulted and viciously slandered”, yet we feel the warmth of divine
Grace near us, the companionship of Holy Angels, and of the Fathers of the Holy Sepulcher Brotherhood who
have gone to their rest, as well as the dew of your love and prayers. “Glory be to God for everything”. Our personal
tribulations pale and are infinitely insignificant when compared to the divine condescension, through which,
“God was manifested in the flesh, taking the form of a servant” (Timothy 3:16 and Philippians 2:7). This is the One
we worship and in Him do we hope.

Come, my children in Christ who I love and care for, and let us worship and venerate Christ, and let us take
pleasure in the unspeakable miracle of the divine Incarnation. Let us go with the shepherds up to Bethlehem and
see the Son of the Most High lying inside the manger. Let us piously stand before the sacred Cave, in which the
King of Creation was given hospitality and let us ponder the infinite love of God, while we follow His extreme
and humbling condescension.

The event of the divine Incarnation testifies to His boundless humility, without His losing anything, from His
Divinity. Conversely, it underscores the divine munificence and God's infinite love. And it teaches that happiness
is not found in the external worldly riches and comforts of our civilization, but is found in the internal harmony,
a conscience at peace and in the beauty of the soul. Jesus  Christ transformed the stable to a royal palace and the
poor infant swaddling, to royal garments, so that the poor man may not lament for his poverty, penury, and
privations. The divine infant took under His protection, all the humble and weak “that labor and are heavy
laden”. He provides the example for those who seek sympathy, He Himself incarnates philanthropy and
recognizes every benefaction done to the “least” of His brothers, as offered to Him.

The divine condescension also reveals, the priceless value of the human soul, so much so, that a soul cannot be
compared to any other value, not even the whole world.

Christ came on earth and brought down heaven.

Angelic doxologies were heard during the Holy Night. Angels kept company with men and spoke with them!

From the time of our Lord's Birth, the city of David, Holy Bethlehem, became a worldwide place of pilgrimage,
and the Manger that accepted God became the place for the start of a new life, whose end and goal is the
heavenly kingdom. God became man, so that we may again find the true man, the correct path, so that our
actions may become more humane, and that our life be released from the passions, which debase human dignity.
Let us hear anew today, the hope-filled and joyful news of the Nativity of Christ.

“God is with us” (Isaiah 8:14)

Jesus, the Emmanuel, is found amongst us. And Paul characteristically asks: “If God is for us, who can be against
us” (Romans 8:31) Yes, God is with us as he promised: "Behold I am with you always, to the end of the age"
(Matthew 28:20)

May Jesus be with us always, our King and Lord. Let us work the works of light and let us walk as light shining
children of the Church. Putting aside life's cares, bitterness and anxieties, and let us draw near with a pure heart
and honest lips the immaculate Infant of the Most Pure Virgin, let us offer to Him, as the Magi, a sacrifice of
praise and the petition of our lips, so He can look upon us from heaven, and see our spiritual poverty and send
us “peace on earth, to men of goodwill” For all these we offer praise and glory to our new born Savior and Lord,
and we wish to you all, our beloved spiritual children, who are close or far from us, every good thing of this
world and beyond this world, we remain.

In the Holy City of Jerusalem Christ’s Birth 2008,

With Fervent Patriarchal blessings and festal Greetings,
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